BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE DIVINE CODE
B"H
(R. is the abbreviation for Rabbi. Phonetic 4 for 11, 3 is usually spelled ch.)

Ahavat Hesed. ByR. Yisrael Meir (HaKohen) Kagan of Radin (1838-1933).

Abhiezer. Responsa by R. Hayim Ozer Gradzinski of Vilna, Lithuania (1863-1940).
Ari (AriZal). Pseudonym of R. Yitzhak Luria of Tzefat, Israel (1534-1572), the most
renowned Kabbalist Rabbi, and an important teacher of Torah-law rulings.

Aruh. Dictionary of Talmud terms by R. Natan ben Yehiel of Rome (c. 1045-1103).
Aruh HaShulhan. Code of Torah Law by R. Yehiel Mihel HaLevi Epstein, Rabbi of
Novardok, Russia (1829-1908). It follows the sequence of the Shulhan Aruh.

Aruh Le’Nair. Analyses on Talmud, by R. Yaacov Etlinger, Germany (1798-1871).
Auerbach, R. Hayim Yehuda. One of the founders and first Head of Yeshivas
Sha’arei Shamayim, Jerusalem, Israel (1883-1954).

Avnei Neizer. Responsa by R. Avraham Borenstein of Poland (1839-1910).

Avot D’Rabbi Natan. Chapters of ethics, compiled by Rabbi Natan (2nd century).
Baal Halahot Gedolot. One of the earliest Codes of Torah Law, by R. Shimon
Kayyara, who is believed to have lived in Babylonia in the ninth century, and to have
studied under the Geonim Rabbis of the Academy in Sura, Babylon.

Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli). Talmud composed by the Sages in Babylonia
(present day Iraq) in the second to the fifth centuries, completed 450-500.

Bah. Acronym for Bayit Hadash, a work of Torah Law by R. Yoel Sirkis of Cracow,
Poland (c. 1561-1640).

Bedek HaBayit. Additions to Beit Yosef by R. Yosef Karo. See Karo, R. Yosef.
Be’er Haitev. Explanations of Shulhan Aruh Even Ha’Ezer, by R. Yehudah
Ashkenazi of Tiktin, Poland (18" century C.E.)

Beit Efraim. Responsa R. Efraim Zalman Margaliot of Brod, Galicia (1762-1828).
Beit Ha’Otzar. Talmudic encyclopedia by R. Yosef Engel, Rabbi of Cracow, Poland,
and Vienna, Austria (1859-1919).

Beit Lehem Yehudah. Gloss by R. Tzvi Catz (1600°s) on Shulhan Aruh Yoreh De’ah.
Beit Shlomo. Responsa by R. Shlomo of Skohol, Galicia (1800’s).

Beit Shmuel. A leading commentary on Shulhan Aruh Even Ha'Ezer (mainly regard-
ing marriage and divorce), by R. Shmuel Faibesh, Germany and Poland (1640-1698).
Beit Ya’akov. Treatise on Mishneh Torah, by R. Ya’akov Berav of Spain and Tzefat,
Israel (1474-1546). He was the Rabbi of R. Yosef Karo, author of Shulhan Aruh.
Beit Yosef. Commentary by R. Yosef Karo on Arba’ah Turim, a code of Torah Law.
Ben Ish Hai. Code of Torah law by Chief Rabbi Yosef Hayim, Baghdad (1834-1909).
Bereishit Rabbah. Section of Midrash Rabbah on Genesis. See Midrash Rabbah.
Binyan Tzion. Responsa by R. Yaakov Ettlinger of Germany (1798-1871).

Birkei Yosef. Notes by R. Hayim Yosef David Azulai on Shulhan Aruh. He is known
as Hida, the acronym of his name. Born in Jerusalem, he traveled extensively in
Europe and North Africa, and eventually settled in Livorno, Italy (1724-1807).

Bi’ur HaGra. Commentary on Shulhan Aruh by the Torah-law authority R. Eliyahu
ben Shlomo Zalman of Vilna, Lithuania, known as the Vilna Gaon (1720-1797).
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Bi’ur Halaha. Additions to Mishnah Berurah by the author, R. Yisrael Meir
(HaKohen) Kagan of Radin, Poland/Lithuania (1838-1933). See ﬁofetz I-}ayim.
Chajes, R. Tzvi Hirsch. Also known as Maharitz Chajes; an author of several works
on the nature, extent and authority of the Torah tradition, from Galicia (1805-1855).
Da’at Cohen. Responsa by the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel, R. Avraham
Yitzhak Kook (1865-1935).

Da’at Torah. See Maharsham.

Da’at Zekenim. Insights in Torah, by the Ba alei (authors of) Tosafot; see Tosafot.
Darkei Moshe. Notes on Tur by R. Moshe Isserles. See Rema.

Devar Yehoshua. Responsa by R. Yehoshua Aharenberg of Israel (1900’s).
Disputation at Barcelona, The. Ramban’s account and transcript of his famous
forced disputation before King James of Aragon; pub. Mosad Harav Kook, 1963.
Divrei Yatziv. Responsa, R. Yekutiel Y. Halberstam, Klausenburger Rebbe (1905-94).
Derashot HaRamban. Sermons by Ramban, pub. Mosad HaRav Kook, Israel.
Eiger, R. Akiva. Chief Rabbi of Poznan, Poland, leader of European Jewry, and
author of Rabbinical responsa (1761-1837).

Emunot Ve’De’ot. “Beliefs and Opinions,” one of the most important works on
Jewish philosophy by R. Saadya Gaon, who was the greatest scholar of the Gaonic
period, Head of the Yeshiva in Pumbedita, Babylonia, and leader of Jewry (882-942).
Encyclopedia Talmudica. Published 1969 by Talmudic Encyclopedia Institute, Israel.
Eshkol (Sefer Ha’Eshkol). Book of Torah Law by R. Abraham ben Yitzhak, Head
of the Rabbinical Board and Academy of Narbonne, France (c. 1110-1179).

Ethics of the Fathers (Pirkei Avof). A Tractate of the Mishnah expounding upon
ideals of Jewish Torah scholarship, ethics and morals, and deeds of kindness.

Ezer Mikodesh. Notes by R. Avraham David Waherman of Buczacz, Galecia (1771-
1840), on Shulhan Aruh Even Ha Ezer.

Gate to the Unity and the Faith (Shaar HaYihud VeHa'Emunah). A work that
explains the unity of God from different perspectives, based on teachings of AriZal
and Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov, by R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Russia (1745-1813).
Ginat Veradim. Responsa by R. Avraham HaLevi, Head of the Egyptian Rabbinate
(1642-1710).

Goldberg, R. Zalman Nehemiah. Noted contemporary authority on Torah Law, and
a current member of the Rabbinical High Court in Jerusalem, Israel.

Grandin, Dr. Temple, PhD. Professor at Colorado State University, and a leading
expert in guidelines and equipment design for humane slaughter in the meat industry.
Guide for the Perplexed (Moreh Nevuhim). A major work on the foundations and
philosophy of Torah, by Rambam. Published by Mosad Harav Kook, Israel, 1977.
Gur Aryeh. Explanations on Pentateuch and Rashi’s commentary, by R. Judah Lowe,
the Maharal of Prague (1525-1609).

Ha’amek She’ailah. R. Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin’s commentary on She’iltot (a
foundational work of Torah law by Ahai Gaon). See Netziv.

Haham Tzvi. Responsa by R. Tzvi Hirsch Ashkenazi of Amsterdam (1656-1718).
Hai Gaon, Rav. The leading Babylonian Rabbinical leader of his time (939-1038).

s
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Hasdei David. Explanations on Tosefta by R. David Pardo from Venice, who became
Chief Rabbi of Sarajewo (1718-1790).

Hatam Sofer. Title of the many collected works of R. Moshe Sofer (1762-1839);
Chief Rabbi of Pressburg, Slovakia, and leader of Hungarian Jewry.

Havot Yair. Responsa by R. Yair Hayim Bacharach of Germany (1638-1702).
Hayim Sha’al. Responsa by R. Hayim Yosef David Azulai (Hida), Israel (1724-1806).
Hazon Ish. Title of the works R. Avraham Yishaya Karelitz, Lithuanian scholar who
relocated to Bnei Brak. His works cover Talmud and Torah Law (1878-1953).
Helkat Mehokek. Explanations by R. Moshe Lima of Vilna (1605-1658), on Shulhan
Aruh Even Ha Ezer.

Helkat Yoav. Responsa by R. Yoav Weingarten of Konskie, Poland (1848-1922).
Hemdat Shlomo. Responsa and insights on Talmud by R. Shlomo Zalman Lifshitz,
Chief Rabbi of Warsaw, Poland (1765-1839).

Hemdat Yisrael. On Mishneh Torah, by R. Meir Dan Plotzki of Poland (1866-1928).
Hida. R. Hayim Yosef David Azulai (1724-1807). See Birkei Yosef.

Hidushei Agadot. Explanations of stories in Talmud, by R. Yehudah Loewe, Chief
Rabbi of Prague; better known as the famous Maharal of Prague (1526-1609).
Hidushei Hafla’ah. Insights by R. Pinhas HaLevi Horowitz of Frankfort, Germany
(1730-1805), on Tractate Kidushin.

Hidushei HaRan. See Ran.

Hidushei Rav Hayim Ha’levi. Torah insights by R. Hayim Ha’levi; see Soloveichik.
Hizkuni. Torah commentary by R. Hezekiah ben Manoah of France (c. 1250). It
quotes many obscure Midrash stories and translates many obscure Hebrew words.
Hofetz Hayim. Torah laws of prohibited evil gossip, by Rabbi Yisrael Meir (Ha-
Kohen) Kagan (the famed “Hofetz Hayim”) of Radin, Poland/Lithuania (1838-1933).
Hohmat Shlomo. Commentary on Shulhan Aruh Hoshen Mishpat by R. Shlomo
Kluger of Brode, Galicia (c.1783-1869).

Hok Yaakov. Commentary on Shulhan Aruh by R. Yaakov Richer Bechofen of
Prague (1670-1736).

Hagahot Asheri. Notes on Rosh, by R. Yisroel of Kremz of Austria (1300°s).
Hagahot Maimoniot. Notes on Mishneh Torah of Rambam, presenting authoritative
Ashkenazic practices, by R. Meir HaKohen of Rothenberg, Germany (1237-1299).
Hagahot Mordehai. Notes by an unknown author on the Mordehai by R. Mordehai.
(R. Mordehai lived in Nurenberg, Germany, in the 1200’s).

Hagahot Ya’avetz. Notes on Talmud by R. Ya’acov Emdin, Germany (1697-1776).
Hamra V’hayei. Insights on Tractate Sanhedrin by R. Hayim Benveniste of Istanbul,
Turkey (1603-1673).

Har Tzvi. Responsa by Chief Rabbi Tzvi Pesach Frank of Jerusalem (1873-1961).
Hitorerut Teshuva. Responsa by R. Shimon Sofer of Erloi, Hungary (1860-1944).
Ibn Ezra. R. Avraham Ibn Ezra of Spain, who authored commentary on the entire
Hebrew Scriptures; famous for grammatical and linguistic analysis (1089-c.1164).
Iggeret HaRambam (Letter of Rambam) to Rav Hasdai HaLevi. A testament of
spirituality, which expounds on the spiritual greatness and reward of pious Gentiles.
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Iggeret Teiman. Rambam’s letter to the Jews of Yemen, urging them to remain
steadfast in their faith in spite of religious persecution, forced conversion, and false
messianism; includes exposition of fundamental aspects of religious philosophy.
Iggrot Haraiyah. Letters on Jewish philosophy, by the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi
of Israel, R. Avraham Yitzhak Kook (1865-1935).

Igrot Moshe. Responsa by R. Moshe Feinstein, the leading Torah Law authority of
his time and a foremost leader of modern Jewry (1895-1986).

Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi). Talmud composed by the Sages in Israel
in the second to the fourth centuries. Although traditionally called the Jerusalem
Talmud, it was composed in the Galilee region, since the Romans did not permit the
Jews to reside in Jerusalem in that era.

Kapach, R. Yosef (Qafih). Editor of many books of Rishonim Sages, including the
books by Rambam; leader of the Yemenite community in Israel, 1917-2000.

Karo, R. Yosef. Author of Shulhan Aruh (The Code of Jewish Law), Kesef Mishneh,
and Beit Yosef. born in Spain, and later Rabbi in Tzfat, Israel (1488-1575).

Kesef Mishneh. Explanations of Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, by R. Yosef Karo.
Ketzot HaHoshen. Notes on Shulhan Aruh Hoshen Mishpat, by R. Aryeh Leib
(HaKohen) Heller of Galicia and Metz, France (1745-1813).

Kiryat Sefer. Synopsis of Torah commandments and laws, following Rambam’s
Mishneh Torah, by R. Moshe ben Yosef Tarani of Tzefat, Israel (1505-1585).

Kitzur Shulhan Aruh. A condensed and concise version by R. Shlomo Ganzfried
(Ungar, Hungary, 1804-1886) of the Shulhan Aruh.

Kli Hemda. Torah insights by R. Meir Dan Plotzki of Poland (1866-1928).

Knesset HaGedolah. Torah-law points on Shulhan Aruh by R. Hayim Benveniste of
Istanbul, Turkey (1603-1673).

Kol Bo’ai Ha’Olom. Excerpts collected by R. C. Miller from the volumes of Likkutei
Sihot on the subject of the Seven Noahide Commandments. See Likkutei Sihot.
Kometz Minha. Additions to Minhat Hinuh by its author. See Minhat Hinuh.
Korban Ha’aidah. Commentary on the Jerusalem Talmud, by R. David Frankel of
Berlin (c.1704-1762).

Korban Netanel. Commentary on Rosh by R. Netanel Weil of Karlsruhe, Germany
(1687-1769).

Kraiti U’Plaiti. Explanations on Yoreh De’ah, by R. Yonatan Eibschutz of Prague
and Hamburg (1690-1764).

Kuzary. A basic work of Torah fundamentals, written as the dialogue between a
Rabbi and the Khazar king, Bulan; by R. Judah Halevi of Spain (c.1080-c.1145).
Lehem HaPanim. Additions to Kitzur Shulhan Aruh by the author, R. Shlomo
Ganzfreid of Ungar, Hungary (1804-1886).

Lehem Mishneh. Commentary on Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, by R. Avraham di
Boton of Salonika, Greece (1545-1588).

Le’Or HaHalaha. Torah laws on modern issues, by R. Shlomo Yosef Zevin of
Jerusalem (1888-1978).

Levush (Levush Malchut). Codification of Torah laws with customs of Eastern
European Jews, by R. Mordehai Yafe HaCohen (c.1530-1612) of Prague and Pozna.
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Light in the Closet: Torah, Homosexuality and the Power to Change. Treatise on
forbidden sexual behaviors, gender confusion, and emotional brokenness, in a Torah-
based mental health approach, by Arthur Goldberg (Director of JONAH).

Likkutei Sihot. Transcriptions of extemporaneous Torah lectures by R. Menahem
Mendel Schneerson (the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Brooklyn, New York, 1902-1994).
Living Torah, The. A modern and accurate English translation of the Pentateuch
(pub. Moznaim), by the scholar and scientist R. Aryeh Kaplan (U.S., 1935-1983).
Ma’adanei Eret;. Notes on Mishnah Zera’im, by R. Shlomo Zalman Aurbach of
Jerusalem, Israel (1910-1995).

Ma’agal Tov. Diary of R. Hayim Yosef David Azulai of Jerusalem (1724-1807), also
known as Hida.

Mabit. Responsa of R. Moshe ben Yosef Tarani of Safed (Tzfat), Israel (1505-1580).
Magen Avraham. Commentary on Shulhan Aruh Orah Hayim, by R. Avraham
HaLevi Gombiner (1634-1682) of Kalisch, Poland.

Maggid Mishneh. Explanations on Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, by R. Vidal of
Toulouse, Spain (13th century).

Mahaneh Efraim. Book of Torah laws by R. Efraim Navon of Jerusalem and Kushta
(1677-1735), based on Rambam’s Mishneh Torah.

Mahaneh Hayim. Responsa by R. Hayim Sofer of Munkatch, Hungary (1822-1886).
Mahzor Vitry. Decisions and rules concerning Jewish religious practice, by R.
Simhah ben Shmuel from Vitri, France (d. 1105).

Maharam Alsheih. Responsa by R. Moshe ben Hayim Alsheih (1508-1593) of
Tzefat, Israel. Ordained by R. Yosef Karo, and a teacher of R. Hayim Vital.
Maharam Mintz. Responsa by R. Moshe Halevi Mintz, Germany/Poland (1415-1480).
Maharam Mi’Rutenburg. R. Meir of Rutenburg, Germany (c.1215-1293); Rabbi
and teacher of Rosh, and an author of Tosefot on the Talmud.

Maharam Shik. Responsa by R. Moshe Shik (or Shick), Hungary (1807-1879).
Maharil. Responsa by R. Ya’acov Molin of Mainz, Germany (c.1365-1427).
Maharit. Acronym for Moreinu HaRav Yosef Trani, Head of the Yeshiva and Chief
Sephardic Rabbi in Constantinople (1568-1639). His responsa is titled Shu”t Maharit.
Maharitz Hayot. See Chajes, R. Tzvi Hirsch

Maharsha. Acronym for Moreinu HaRav Shlomo Eidels of Ostroh, Poland (1555-
1632); Rabbi and Head of Yeshivas in a number of the leading communities of
Poland, and author of monumental commentaries on the Torah-law and Aggadic
sections of the Babylonian Talmud.

Maharshag. Acronym for R. Shimon Greenfield of Hungary (1860-1930).
Maharshal. Acronym for Moreinu HaRav Shlomo Luria (1510-1573), one of the
leading Rabbis in Poland; author of numerous works on Talmud and Torah Law,
including Yam Shel Shlomo.

Maharsham. Acronym for R. Sholom Mordechai Hacohen of Galicia (1835-1911),
author of notes on Shulhan Aruh Yoreh De’ah, titled Da’at Torah.
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Malbim. Acronym for R. Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Mihel Weiser, Rabbi in Ger-
many, Romania, and Russia (1809-1879); a leading Torah scholar and one of the
preeminent commentators of modern times on the Hebrew Scriptures, including
proofs on how the Oral Tradition is implicit in the Hebrew text.

Maishiv Davar. Responsa by R. Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin. See Netziv.

Ma’or Veshemesh. Hassidic insights on Torah by R. Klonimus Kalman Epstein of
Cracow, Poland (d. 1823). He was a student of R. Elimelech of Lizansk.

Margaliot Hayam. Commentary on Tractate Sanhedrin by R. Reuven Margolios of
Tel Aviv, Israel (1889-1971).

Maskil Le’David. Explanations on Pentateuch and Rashi’s commentary by R. David
Pardo, Chief Rabbi of Sarajewo (1718-1790). See Hasdei David.

Mateh Aharon. Responsa by R. Aharon Halevi; pub. in Thessaloniki, Greece, 1810.
Mehilta. The earliest commentary on the Book of Exodus, by the school of Rabbi
Yishmael (a Tanna Sage, c. 120, who is quoted widely in the Talmud).

Meiri. R. Menachem ben Shlomo (1249-1316) of Provence, France; author of Beit
HaBehirah, an encyclopedic Talmud commentary that encompassed earlier works.
Mekor Hayim. Book of Torah law by R. Yaakov Lorberbaum of Lissa (1760-1832).
Meromei Sadeh. Commentary on Talmud by R. Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, Dean of
the famous Torah Academy of Volozin, Lithuania (1817-1893).

Mesheh Hohma. Torah insights by R. Meir Simcha Hacohen of Dvinsk (1843-1926).
Metzudot David. Commentary on the Hebrew Scriptures by R. David Altshuler of
Prague (17th century C.E.).

Midrash. A generic term for non-legalistic teachings of the Sages of the Talmudic
era, mostly collected in the centuries after the completion of the Babylonian Talmud.
Midrash Hagadol. Midrashic anthology arranged by R. David al-Adeni of southern
Arabia (13th century). Many Midrashic teachings have been preserved in this work.
First printed in 1967 in Jerusalem.

Midrash Rabbah. A major collection of homilies and commentaries on the Torah,
ascribed to R. Oshiah Rabbah (c. 3rd century), perhaps assembled during the early
Gaonic period. First printed in Constantinople in 1512.

Midrash Shloshim u’Shtayim Midot. A section of Mishnat Rabbi Eliezer.

Midrash Tanhuma. Collection of Midrashic teachings from R. Tanhuma (c. 5th ct).
Milhamot (Hashem). Disputes by Ramban on Torah-law issues, in defense of the
views of R. Yitzhak Alfasi of Morocco. See Ramban and Rif.

Miluim. Notes on Shulhan Aruh Yoreh De’ah, printed in Vilna, Lithuania in 1880.
Minhat Hinuh. Commentary on Sefer HaHinuh by R. Yosef Babad (b. 1801 in
Przeworsk, Poland; d. 1874 in Tzefat, Israel).

Minhat Shlomo. Responsa by R. Shlomo Zalman Aurbach (Jerusalem, 1910-1995),
a leading Torah Law authority in Israel.

Minhat Yitzhak. By R. Yitzhak Ya’akov Weiss (b. 1902 in Galicia, Poland; d. 1989
in Jerusalem, Israel); leading Rabbi in Grosswardein, Romania before WWII, and
later in Manchester and Jerusalem, he was a world-renowned expert on Torah Law.
Mishbezot Zahav. A supercommentary on the Turei Zahav by R. Yosef Ben Meir
Teomim (1727-1793).
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Mishkenot Ya’akov. Responsa by R. Ya’acov (ben Aharon Bruhin) of Karlin, Poland
(19th century).

Mishnah. The basic written collection of the Oral Torah which preceded the Talmud,
collected and compiled by R. Yehuda HaNasi (the Prince) in consultation with the
members of his academy, c. 270.

Mishnah Aharona. Commentary on Mishnah by R. Ephraim Yitzhak of Presmisil,
Galicia (1762-1843). His other work in this series is Mishnah Rishona.

Mishnah Berurah. Explanations on Shulhan Aruh Orah Hayim by R. Yisroel Meir
Hacohen Kagan of Radin, Poland. He is also referred to by the name of his book on
the Torah laws of proper speech, Hofetz Hayim (1838-1933).

Mishnah Rishona. See Mishnah Aharona.

Mishnat Rabbi Eliezer. Collection of Midrashic teachings by R. Eliezer ben R. Yossi
HaGlili (a Tanna Sage, c. 200).

Mishneh Li’Meleh. Commentary on the Mishneh Torah of Rambam, by R. Yehuda
Rosanes, Chief Rabbi of Constantinople, Turkey (1658-1727).

Mishneh Torah. Rambam’s comprehensive code of Oral Torah precepts for the 613
Jewish Commandments, in 14 volumes. See Rambam.

Misgeret HaShulhan. Notes and additions by R. Hayim Yeshaya HaCohen
Halbersberg (Poland, 19th century), on Kitzur Shulhan Aruh.

Mitzvot Hashem. Scholarly work of essays on the 613 Jewish Commandments and 7
Noahide Commandments, by R. Yonatan Shteif (1877-1959). He was the Rav in
Budapest, Hungary, before WWII, and later a leading Rabbi in New York City.
Mordehai. A classic book of Talmudic scholarship by R. Mordehai ben Hilel
Ashkenazi of Nuremberg, Germany (1250-1298).

Mystical Tradition, The. By R. J. Immanuel Schochet of Toronto, Canada (a
contributor to this work); pub. Kehot, Brooklyn, New York.

Nahalat Ya’akov. Sermons by R. Ya’akov ben Ya’akov Moshe Lorberbaum (1760-
1832), Chief Rabbi of Lissa, Germany (now in Poland).

Nekudot HaKesef. Gloss on Taz (Yoreh De’ah); by the author of Shah. See Shah.
Nemukai Yosef- Commentary by R. Yosef Ibn Haviva of Spain (15th century), on
Sefer HaHalahot by Rabbi Yitzhak Alfasi (known as Rif). See Rif.

Netivot HaMishpat. Commentary on Shulhan Aruh Hoshen Mishpat by R. Ya’akov
ben Ya’akov Moshe Lorberbaum (1760-1832), Chief Rabbi of Lissa (now in Poland).
Netziv. Acronym of R. Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, head of the famous Academy of
Volozin, Lithuania; author of major works of Torah law and insights (1816-1893).
Nissim Gaon, Rav. Leading Rabbi in Kairouan, Tunisia (990-1062). He wrote a
commentary on the Talmud Tractate Berakot.

Nodah Bi’Yehudah. Responsa by R. Yehezkel Landau, Chief Rabbi of Prague
(1713-1793).

Orhot Hayim. Compilation of numerous Torah laws, by R. Aharon ben Yaakov
HaKohen of Lunel Provence (1280-1330); exiled from France to Spain in 1307.

Or HaHayim. Commentary on the Torah by Rabbi Hayim ibn Attar of Israel (b.
1696 in Morocco; d. 1743 in Jerusalem).



BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE DIVINE CODE

Or Same’ah. Commentary on Mishneh Torah, by R. Meir Simcha Hakohen, Rabbi
in Dvinsk, Latvia (1843-1926).

Otzar HaPoskim. Digital database of responsa on Shulhan Aruh, pub. in Israel.
Ovadiah Mi’Bartenura. Rabbi in Bertinoro, Italy (d. circa 1500). He wrote an
extensive and classic commentary on the Mishnah, which is known by his name.
Panim Meirot. Responsa by R. Meir Eisenstadt of Hungary (1670-1744).

Panim Yafot. Commentary on the Pentateuch by R. Pinchas Horowitz (1730-1805);
a leading Torah scholar of the eighteenth century, and Rabbi in Frankfurt-am-main.
Parshat Derahim. Essays by R. Yehudah Rozenes of Turkey (1657-1727).

Pe’ar Hador, Responsa. A responsa by Rambam. See Rambam.

Perisha. A commentary on 7ur by R. Yehoshua Falk Katz of Poland (c. 1555-1614).
Perush HaMishna. Rambam’s commentary on the Mishnah. See Rambam.

Pirkei Avot. See Ethics of the Fathers.

Pirkei Rebbe Eliezer. Midrash composed by the school of R. Eliezer ben Hyrcanus
(a Tanna Sage, c. 100).

Pishei Teshuva. Digest of responsa arranged according to the order of the Shulhan
Aruh (excluding Orah Hayim), by R. Avraham Tzvi Hirsch Eisenstadt, Rabbi of
Utian, Lithuania (1831-1868).

Piske HaRosh. See Rosh.

P’nei Yehoshua. Responsa and insights on Talmud by R. Yaakov Yehoshua Falk
Katz of Germany (1680-1755).

Ponoviz’er Rav. Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Kahanaman, Dean of Ponovish Yeshiva in
Bnei Brak, Israel (1886-1969).

Pri Hadash. A commentary on Shulhan Aruh Yoreh De’ah by R. Hizkia Da Silva of
Jerusalem (1659-1698).

Pri HaSadeh. Responsa by R. Eliezer Hayim Deitch, a Rav in Hungary, early 1900s.
Pri Megadim. Supercommentary on Shulhan Aruh commentaries Magen Avraham,
Turei Zahav, and Sifsei Cohen, by R. Yosef Teomim (1727-1792), Head of the
Rabbinical court in Lemberg, Poland, and Rabbi in Frankfurt an der Oder.

Ra’anah. Acronym for R. Eliyahu ben Hayim, Chief Rabbi of Constantinople,
Turkey (c.1530-1613).

Ra’avad (III). Acronym for R. Abraham ben David of France (1125-1198); a
leading Torah scholar, famous for his critical notes on Mishneh Torah of Rambam.
Rabbeinu Bahyai. R. Bachyai ben Asher of Spain, student of Rashba, and author of
a commentary on the Pentateuch containing the plain meaning of the text, and
Midrashic, philosophical and Kabbalistic exegeses (1263-1340).

Rabbeinu Hananel. R. Hananel ben Hushiel of Kairouan, Tunisia, who authored a
commentary on Talmud (990-1053).

Rabbeinu Yonah. R. Yona ben Avraham Gerondi, a Catalan Rabbi and moralist,
and most famous for his ethical work, The Gates of Repentance (d. 1263).

Radak. Acronym for R. David Kimhi of France, author of one of the most important
commentaries on the Hebrew Scriptures (1160-1235).

Radvaz. Acronym for R. David Ibn Zimra (c.1480-1573), Chief Rabbi of Egypt and
a leading Rabbis of his time; his responsa collection is called by his acronym.
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Ramah. Acronym for R. Meir Halevi Aboulafia of Burgos, Spain (c.1170-1244);
author of Talmud commentary Yad Ramah on Tractates Sanhedrin and Bava Batra.
Rambam. Acronym for R. Moshe ben Maimon (Maimonides); b. 1135 in Cordova,
Spain; d. 1204 in Cairo Egypt. One of the leading Rabbis of the Middle Ages. His
three major works are: Commentary to the Mishnah; Mishneh Torah, a comprehen-
sive code of Oral Torah precepts for the 613 Jewish Commandments; and Moreh
Nevuhim (Guide for the Perplexed), a major work of Jewish philosophy.

Ramban. Acronym for Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman (Nachmanides) of Gerona,
Spain, and the leading Rabbi of Spain in his time (1194-1270); successfully defended
Judaism at the dramatic disputation in Barcelona in 1263; author of numerous basic
works in all aspects of Torah, including a classic commentary on the Pentateuch.
Ran. Acronym for R. Nissim ben Reuven of Gerona and Barcelona, Spain, who is
famous for his Talmudic commentary (1320-1380).

Rash Mi’Shantz. Acronym for R. Shimshon ben Avraham of Sens, France; a third
generation author of Tosefot, as well as commentary on Mishnah (late 1100°s-1230).
Rashba. Acronym for R. Shlomo ibn Aderet of Barcelona, Spain (1235-1310). He
was the leading Rabbinic figure in Spain after Ramban, and author of many classic
works in all branches of Torah learning, including thousands of responsa dealing
with all aspects of Hebrew Scriptures, Talmud, Torah Law and Midrash.

Rashbatz. Acronym for R. Shimon ben Tzemah Duran; born in Majorca, Spain, and
later moved to Algiers, where he served on the Rabbinical court (1361-1444).

Rashi. Acronym for R. Shlomo Yitzhaki of Germany and France (1040-1105), the
most important commentator on the Hebrew Bible and Talmud. His brilliant
commentaries are concise explanations of the traditional plain meaning of the text.
Rav Pe'alim. Responsa by R. Yosef Hayim, Chief Rabbi of Baghdad (1834-1909).
Re’aim. Acronym for R. Eliezer of Metz, author of Ye raim, a compilation of Torah
laws based on the 613 Jewish commandments (1114-1189).

Rema. Acronym for R. Moshe Isserles, Rabbi and Rosh Yeshiva of Cracow, Poland
(1530-1572); most famous for his Ashkenazic annotations to Shulhan Aruh, which
transformed this predominantly Sephardic work into a universal Code of Jewish Law.
Rif. Acronym for R. Yitzhak Alfasi of Morocco, author of an abridgement of the
Talmud which serves as a practical code of Torah Law (1013-1103).

Ritva. Acronym for R. Yom Tov ibn Asevilli, author of an important work on the
Talmud. The author was Rabbi in Saragossa Spain, and was considered the Chief
Rabbi of Spanish Jewry in his generation (1248-1330).

Riva. Acronym for R. Yitzhak ben Asher (France, 12th ct.); Pentateuch commentary.
Rivash. Acronym for the Spanish Torah-law authority R. Yitzhak ben Shashet
Perfet, who authored responsa called by his name. He settled in Algiers (1326-1408).
Rokei’ah. Torah-law guide by R. Eliezar ben Yehudah of Germany (1176-1238).
Rosh. Acronym for R. Asher ben Yehiel, a disciple of Maharam from Rottenberg,
Germany (c.1250-1327). He was forced to flee from Germany to Spain, where he
became Chief Rabbi of Toledo and a prominent Rishon Torah authority.
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Sa’adia Gaon, Rabbi. Head Rabbi of the famous Yeshiva of Pumbedisa, Babylonia
(882-942). He was a zealous opponent of Karaitism, and author of many works in all
areas of Torah learning, including the philosophical work, Emunot v’De’ot, an
Arabic translation of the Pentateuch, and a commentary on Sefer Yetzirah.

S’dei Hemed. Encyclopedia of Jewish Law, a monumental work of Torah Law by
Rabbi Hayim Hezkiah Medini of Jerusalem and Hebron (1832-1904).

Seder Eliyahu Rabbah [and Zuta]. First [and second] part of Tanna DeVei Eliyahu.
Sefer HaHinuh. Classic work on the 613 commandments, their details and rationale,
by an anonymous author in Spain (presumed to be R. Aharon Halevi, ¢.1235-¢.1300).
Sefer Ha’lkarim. A major work on Jewish philosophy and theology, by R. Yosef
Albo (1357-1445). The author was Rabbi of Daroca and Soria in Spain.

Sefer HaMitzvos. Rambam’s listing and explanation of the 613 eternal Jewish
Commandments, with a seminal preface explaining the principles for determining
which of the Torah’s directives are to be included in this list. See Rambam.

Sefer Hasidim. Early ethical and Kabbalistic work, by R. Yehudah He’Hasid of
Regensburg, Germany (1140-1217).

Sefer Meirat Einayim. A fundamental commentary on Shulhan Aruh Hoshen
Mishpat by R. Yehoshua Falk Katz of Poland (c.1555-1614).

Sefer Mitzvot Gadol (SMa”G). Work of Torah Law on the 613 Jewish Command-
ments, by R. Moshe of Coucy, France (1198-1274).

Sefer Mitzvot Katan (SMa”K). Torah-law work on the Torah’s commandments by
Rabbi Ya’akov of Corbeil, France (1206-1280). He was a member of the school that
compiled the Tosafot commentary on Talmud. See Tosafot.

Sefer Toldot Adam V’Havah. Book of Torah Law by Rabbenu Yeruham of Spain
(14th century).

S’fat Emet. Novella on the Talmud, by R. Yehuda Leib Alter (1847-1905), the
second Rebbe of Gur and a leader of Polish Jewry.

Sforno. R. Ovadiah Sforno of Rome and Bologna, Italy (1470-1550); he authored a
classic commentary on the Pentateuch which is called by his name.

Sha’agat Aryeh. Responsa by R. Aryeh Leib Ginzburg of Metz, France (1700-1785).
Sha'alee Tzion Kama. Responsa by R. Dov Eliezrov of Jerusalem (1908-1997).
Sha’ar Ephraim. Responsa by R. Ephraim HaCohen of Vilna (1616-1678).

Sha’ar HaMeleh. Insights by R. Yitzhak ben Moshe Nufiez Belmonte of Smyrna
(late 18th - early 19th century), on Torah laws in Rambam’s Mishneh Torah.

Sha’ar Yosef. Responsa of R. Hayim Yosef David Azulai (see Hida).

Sha’arei Teshuva. (The Gates of Repentance) Book of Torah ethics by Rabbeinu
Yonah of Gerona (1180-1263).

Sha’arei Teshuva Orah Hayim. Commentary on Orah Hayim section of Shulhan
Aruh, begun by R. Hayim Mordehai Margolioth (d. 1823), and completed by his
brother, R. Ephraim Zalman Margolioth. They were leading Rabbis in Poland.

Shav Yaakov. Responsa by R. Yaakov ben Binyamin Hakohen Poppers of Frankfurt
am Main, Germany (d. 1740).
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Shah. Acronym of Siftei Kohen, a major Torah-law commentary on Shulhan Aruh,
Yoreh De’ah and Hoshen Mishpat, by R. Shabbetai ben Meir HaKohen, a noted
authority on Torah Law (b. 1621, Vilna, Lithuania; d. 1662, Holleschau, Moravia).
She’iltot. Book of Torah law by the post-Talmudic Sage, R. Ahai Gaon (c.680-c.762).
Sheva Mitzvot HaShem. Torah-based Noahide code by R. Moshe Weiner, Jerusalem.
Shevet HaLevi. Responsa by R. Shmuel Wosner of Bnei Brak, Israel (b. 1913).
Shevut Ya’akov. Responsa by R. Yaacov Richer Bechofen of Prague (1670-1736).
Sh’ilat Ya’avetz. Responsa by R. Yaakov Emden of Germany, a leading Rabbi and
prominent opponent of the Sabbateans (1697-1776).

Shiltei Giborim. Notes on Rif (Rabbi Yitzhak Alfasi), by the prominent Talmudist R.
Yehoshua Boaz of Spain and Italy (d. 1557).

Shita Mekubetzet. Collection of commentaries on Talmud by R. Betzalel Ashkenazi
of Egypt (16th century).

Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Rabbi. A leading Torah-law authority and Hassidic
Rebbe who settled in Liadi, Russia (1745-1813); founder of the Lubavitch Hassidic
dynasty, and Habad Hassidic philosophy based on teachings of R. Baal Shem Tov.
Sho’el U’Maishiv. Responsa by R. Yosef Shaul Natanson, Lemberg (1810-1875).
Shteif, R. Yonatan. See Mitzvot Hashem.

Shulhan Aruh. The Code of Jewish Law by R. Yosef Karo (1488-1575); it has four
parts: Orah Hayim, Yoreh De’ah, Even Ha Ezer, and Hoshen Mishpat.

Shulhan Aruh HaRav. An updated Code of Jewish Law, authored by R. Shneur
Zalman of Liadi, Russia (1745-1813).

Sifra, Torat Kohanim. Tannaite Torah-law Midrash to the Book of Leviticus; also
known as Torat Kohanim; collected and edited by Rav, a Babylonian Tanna Sage.
Sifri. Tannaite Torah-law Midrash on the Books of Numbers and Deuteronomy.
Simla Hadasha. Comprehensive guide to the Torah laws of kosher slaughter, by R.
Alexander Sender Schor of Zolkiew, Galicia (1660-1737).

Soloveichik, R. Hayim. Rav of Brisk (1853-1918); explanations on Mishneh Torah.
Sridei Aish. Responsa by R. Yehiel Yaakov Weinberg of Germany (1878-1966).
Tanna DeVei Eliyahu. Early Midrashic work in two parts (Rabbah and Zuta)
attributed to teachings of the prophet Elijah (Eliyahu), first printed in Venice, 1598.
Targum Onkelos. Authoritative Aramaic translation of the Pentateuch by the
proselyte Onkelos from Rome (c. 90). This interpretive translation earned the appro-
bation of his teachers, the Tanna Sages R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua.

Targum Yonatan. Aramaic paraphrase of the Pentateuch, attributed to R. Yonatan
ben Uziel, a disciple of Hillel (c. 1st century).

Tashbatz. See Rashbatz.

Taz. Acronym for Turei Zahav, a commentary by R. Dovid ben Shmuel HaLevi on
the Shulhan Aruh. He was a foremost Rabbinical authority in Poland (1586-1667).
Tehillat HaShem. Orthodox Jewish prayer book, arranged in the style of the
tradition of the AriZal, by R. Shneur Zalman; pub. Kehot., Brooklyn, New York.
Terumat Hadeshen. Responsa by R. Yisrael Isserlin of Vienna, Austria (1400°’s).
Tiferet Yisrael. Comprehensive commentary on the Mishnah, by R. Yisrael Lifshitz,
a leading Rabbi in a number of Jewish communities in Germany (1782-1860).
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Tiferet Yisrael. Essays by R. Yehudah Loewe ben Betzalel (1526-1609), one of the
great figures in Jewish thought in the last five centuries. He served as Chief Rabbi in
Moravia, Posen, and Prague, and was an author of many works in all fields of Torah.
Tikkune Zohar. Zohar literature, consisting of 70 chapters on the first word of the
Torah (Bereishit, “In the beginning”) by the school of R. Shimon bar Yohai (a Tanna
Sage); contains some of the most important discussions in Kabbalah. See Zohar.
Torah Temimah. Encyclopedic Torah commentary by R. Boruh Epstein of Lithuania
(1860-1941). The work is noteworthy for quoting all the main Talmudic references to
a verse, and offering extensive commentary on them.

Torat Ben Noah. Commentary on Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings, by R. Ephraim
Bilitser of Hungary (1891-1944).

Torat Hesed. Responsa by R. Shneur Zalman Fradkin of Lublin (1830-1902).

Torat Habayit. Important Torah-law work by Rashba relating to the section of Yoreh
De’ah. See Rashba.

Torat Kohanim. See Sifra.

Tosafot. Talmudic glosses by leading French Rabbis of the 12th and 13th centuries
on the Babylonian Talmud; printed in all editions alongside the text of the Talmud.
Tosafot Rosh. A classic commentary on Talmud by R. Asher ben Yehiel. See Rosh.
Tosafot Rid. Commentary on Talmud by R. Yeshaya of Tirani, Italy (1165-1240).
Tosefet Yom HaKippurim. Insights on Tractate Yoma by R. Moshe Ben Haviv, Chief
Rabbi of Jerusalem (1654-1696).

Tosefta. Collection of Baraita writings attributed to R. Hiya (a Tanna Sage) and his
academy (as cited in Iggeret Rabbi Shrira Gaon).

Tumim. See Urim v’Tumim.

Tur. Code of Jewish Law composed by Rabbi Ya 'akov ben Asher (known as Rosh),
Toledo, Spain (c.1275-c.1340). The Arba Turim (which is its full title) is composed
of four parts: Tur Orah Hayim, Tur Yoreh De’ah, Tur Even HaEzer, and Tur Hoshen
Mishpat. This work forms the basis for the Shulhan Aruh.

Tzafnat Pane’ah. Torah commentary as well as a commentary on the Rambam and
responsa by R. Yosef Rozin, also known as the Rogatchover Gaon (1858-1936). One
of the greatest Torah geniuses of his time, and Rabbi of Dvinsk, Latvia.

Tzafnat Pane’ah Tinyana. Second edition of Tzafnat Pane’ah on Mishneh Torah.
Tzemah Tzedek (the first). Responsa by R. Menahem Mendel Krohmal, a leading
Rabbi of Moravia, Prossnitz and Nikolsburg (c. 1600-1661).

Tzemah Tzedek. Responsa by R. Menahem Mendel Shneersohn, the third Rebbe of
Lubavitch in Russia (1789-1866).

Tzitz Eliezer. Responsa by R. Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg, a Jerusalem Torah
scholar and member of the Jerusalem Rabbinic Court of Appeals (d. 2006).

Tzlah (Tzion Le’Nefesh Haya). A commentary on several tractates of the Talmud by
R. Yehezkel Landau (1713-1793), Chief Rabbi of Prague and author of the responsa
Nodah Bi’Yehudah. See Nodah Bi’Yehudah.

Urim v’Tumim. Commentary on Shulhan Aruh Hoshen Mishpat by R. Yonatan
Eibshutz of Prague and Hamburg (1690-1764).

Yaarot Devash. Sermons by R. Yonatan Eibschutz (1690-1764). See Urim v’ Tumim.
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Yad Avraham. Insights on Shulhan Aruh Yoreh De’ah, by R. Avraham Maskileison,
a leading Torah scholar of Novogrudok and Minsk (1788-1848).

Yad Eliyahu. Responsa by R. Eliyahu ben Shmuel of Lublin (d. 1735 in Hebron).
Yad Ramah. Title of commentary on Tractates Sanhedrin and Bava Batra by R. Meir
Halevi Aboulafia of Burgos, Spain (c.1170-1244). See Ramah.

Yam Shel Shlomo. Major treatise of Torah law by R. Shlomo Luria. See Maharshal.
Yehuda Ya’aleh. Responsa by R. Yehuda Assad of Slovakia (d. 1866).

Yeshu’ot Yisrael. Notes on Shulhan Aruh Hoshen Mishpat by R. Yisrael Yehoshua
Trunk, a great Torah scholar who served as Rabbi of Kutna, Galicia (1821-1893).
Yosef Ibn Migash (ben Meir Halevi). Leading Rabbi and Head of the Yeshiva in
Lucena, Spain (1077-1141). He was a student of Rif, and his most famous student
was probably Maimon, the father of Maimonides (Rambam).

Zeher Yitzhak. Responsa by R. Yitzhak Ya’acov Rabinowitz of Ponivish (d. 1919).
Zohar. The basic work of Kabbalah, compiled by R. Shimon ben Yochai and his
disciples (c. 2nd century) in the form of a commentary on the Pentateuch and the
Megillot of the Hebrew Scriptures. Hidden for centuries, it was first published in the
late-thirteenth century by Rabbi Moshe de Leon (¢.1250-1305), in Spain.

Zohar Hadash. Kabbalistic Midrash which is part of the Zohar. See Zohar-.



